Short and Eaſy Rule, 
K . 


ir is of 2 great Uſe, as in 
che general Conduct of Life, 
ſo likewiſe, in diſcharging the 
AF Duties of any particular Func- 
| tion or Employment, to have 
ſome firſt Principle, ſome one certain im- 
tant and comprehenſive Rule, by care- 
fully attending to which we may be able 
to judge more eaſily of the Courſe we have 
to take, of the very beſ# manner of doing 
things, and the Iſue we may reaſonably 
expect from the whole. I am ready to 
believe that I have thought of ſuch a 
Rule as this with regard to the work of the 
A 2 Mini- | 
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Miniſtry, to which you, Sir, have been 
now ſolemnly ſeparated; I make no doubt, 
with an upright and a ready mind on your 
part, and with the univerſal Approbation 
of thoſe that know you, and have at heart 
the true Intereſt of Chriſtianity. The 
Rule I have an eye to is that contained in 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle Paul to Timo- 
thy, his dearly beloved Son, 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
STUDY TO SHE THY SELF AP- 
PROVED UNTO GOD. 

The ſeveral branches of the iniſterial 
Offer have been ſo often, apd ſo largely 
treated on, and you, Sir, are ſo well ac- 
quainted with them, that I need not fa 
any thing upon this Subject. And, indeed, 
had I a mind to do it, I ſhould find it 
hard to ſay any thing but what was com- 
mon, and had been better ſaid before. 
But, as I am ſenſible you ate not a little 
ſollicitous about tlie Method in which you 

ſhall purſue tlie great End of all your 
Labours (viz. the promoting of | Truth, 
and Peace, and Holineſs) fo as moſt effec- 
tually to anſwer this moſt defirable end, 
to have moſt/ preſent ſatisfaction, and moſt 
"comfort and pleaſure in the revie, at 
ele of your courſe : and as, upon 
9 ts occaſion, you have been pleaſed to 
make choice of me to be your Remem- 
'drancer (for I pretend to ho more) you 
will give me leave to offer to your con- 
ſideration 
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(5) 
fideration a few thoughts and reflections 
(with which I pray God I may always 
have my own mind deeply impreſs d) on 
that excellent Advice of the Apoſtle which 
hath been now mentioned, Study to ſhew 
thy ſelf approved unto God. © Be this thy 
« conſtant aim, thy moſt ambitious and 
« diligent endeavour, from which thou 
« art not to be diverted by any tempta- 
« tions whatſoever. In every debate that 
„ may ariſe within thyſelf, which thou 
« ſhalt chuſe among the ſeveral and con- 
« trary ways that are taken by thoſe who 
« profeſs to intend the ſame thing, let 
« both thy fir and /aft enquiry be, which 
will appear beſt after I have laid aſide, 
« as much as poſſible, all human Views 
* and Paſſions, and have asked counſel, 
not only of my own calm and retired 
e thoughts, but of the Lord? which will 
« beſt ſtand his awful trial, and may moſt 
« juſtly hope to have his final ſanction 
added to it?” 

In this Exhortation, it is by no means 
ſuppos'd a Thing unlawful to defire and 
endeavour our being approv'd, both of 
God and Man, or a thing impoſſible in any 
degree to be attained. The Apoſile Paul 
faith of himſelf, that to the Jew (not yet 
converted to Chriſtianity) he became as 
as Jew, that he might gain the Jew; to 
them that were under the Law (oblig d, 
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as they thought, by the Law of Moyes, 
tho' they had embrac'd the Goſpel) as un- 
der the Law, that he might gain them 
that were under the Law; to them that 
were without Law (the Gentiles) as with- 
out Law, that he might gain them that 
were without Law; to the Weak, as 
Weak; that he might gain the Weak ; in 
ſhort, that he was made all Things to all 
Men, that he might by all means fave 
ſome, 1 Cor: IX. 20, 22. Which how- 
ever, (notwithſtanding the indefinitenefs 
of the expreſſion) muſt be reſtrain'd to 
Things lawful and expedient, ſuch Things 
as did not injure the Truth of the Goſpel, 
for the ſake of which, he ſays he did all 
this, v. 23. His Deſign in yielding to all 
being this, that he might ſave ſome, i. e. 
ſave them from their Errors and Vices, 
which cou'd never have been done, if he 
had complied with them, in profeſſing the 
fame Opinions, and doing the ſame Acti- 
ons. The Truth was what Sz. Paul would 
never give up, well knowing that if he 
ſo pleaſed Men, he could not be the Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, Gal. I. 10. It is therefore 
only in Indifferent Matters, that we muſt 
imagine the Apoſtle to have us d this Com- 
Planes What Principles were in com- 
8 mon between him, and others, whom he 
. endeavour'd to bring to a more thorough 
[#1 Knowledge of the Truth, he took the 
8 Advantage 
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Advantage of, and, by approaching as near 
them as his Peculiar Principles would per- 
mit, ſhew'd it was not out of Perſonal Diſ- 

reſpect, or ill Will, that he differ d from 
them. We ſhould willingly offend none, 
and be glad to pleaſe all, cou'd it be done 
by fair and honourable Means. If they are 
to be reaſoned into an Eſteem for Religion, 
and of us, as no ill Advocates for it, if we 
can overcome them by Dint of good Nature, 
and by the Force of Meetneſs, Gentleneſs, 
Condeſcenfion, and a Readineſs to do them 
all Kinds of good Offices, can oblige them 
to lay aſide their Prejudices againſt us, if 
we can compel all ro come in, by ſuch 
Methods, we are very happy. But this, 
doubt, is a thing rather to be de/ired than 
hoped. Vet ſtill, it is Encouragement 
enough, to do our utmoſt this way, and 
to perſevere in it, that we ſhall not whol- 
ly loſe our Labour, that, we ſhall at leaſt 
win thoſe who are more open to Convicti- 
on,, who for number, as well as weight, may 
be ſometimes worth regarding. For we 
ſhould have too bad an Opinion of Man- 
kind, and be too much diſheartened in our 
Endeavours to ſerve them, did we believe 
that Truth, and Sincerity, and Moderation, 
and Benevolence had loſt all their Influence 
upon any, or that they did not ſway con- 
Siderably with ſome. We read concerning 
our divine Maſter in his early Years, that 
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(8). 
he increas'd in Wiſdom, and in Favour 
with God and Man, Zuke II. 52. and the 
Apoſtle Paul hath told us how we may 


be acceptable to God, and approv'd of Men, 


viz. by remembring that the Kingdom of 
Gad is not Meat and Drink, but Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft ; 
chat the Goſpel had ſet Men free from thoſe 
Reſtraints in things of their own Nature in- 
different, which the Law of Moſes laid them 
under, and yet that this Freedom as to 
the uſe of Meats and Drinks, was no- 
thing in Compariſon of the other Privi- 
leges of the Goſpel ; that univerſal! Righ- 
teouſneſs, and mutual Peace, and Charity, 
are ſome of the Principal Duties enjoin'd 
by the Chriſtian Law; and a Holy Spiri- 
tual Joy, the preſent, as well as future 
Reuurd annexed to it: by calling this to 
temembrance, and then in theſe Things 
ſerving Cbrißt, the Intereſt and Credit of 


whoſe Religion cannot be promoted in 


any other way, ſo effectually, as in this: 
Rom. XIV. 17, 18. And if the Apoſtle 
Paul himſelf, and the other = of our 
Lord, and firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, 
were not approy'd of great Numbers of 
Men, what ſhall we fay of the marvel- 


lous Succeſs of the Goſpel, with the Diſ- 


ſation of which they were intruſted ? 
They who embrac'd a Religon which 
could propoſe none of this World's En- 


- couragements 
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couragements to its Followers, muſt do it 
upon the good Opinion they had, both of 
the Chrifian Doctrine itſelf, and of the 


Perſons who taught it. And, perhaps ſome- 


times the favourable Notion which they 


had of the Perſons, from the Simplicity 
and Purity of their Manners, and their 
Kind, Benevolent, Patient, and forgiving 
Temper, prepar'd the way for the eaſier 
Reception of their Docſrine. But then 
it muſt be confeſt the greateſt Numbers were 
ſtill on'the other fide; and in this Senſe, 
the Chriſtians continued for a long Time, 
a Sect every where ſpoken againſt, Acts 
XXVIII. 22. And ſo it will be in a great- 
er or leſſer Degree, with the Cauſe and 
Lovers of Truth at all Times, even where 
Chriſtianity is the eſtabliſh'd Religion. 
Conſiderate and Impartial Perſons, thoſe 
who think and judge for themſelves, who 
are above being led away by Vulgar Pre- 


judices, and have a prevailing Love for 


Truth and Goodneſs, to God and Man ; 


theſe will approve a Man of upright Heart, 


like themſelves, who is concern'd for no- 


thing more, than to find the Truth him- 


ſelf, to aſſiſt others in diſcovering it, and 
to engage both himſelf and them, to walk 
ſuitably to it. But can it be ſaid, that 


this is the Character of all Mankind, ot 
of the greater Part of them? I ſhould be 


glad to have more Reaſon to believe ſo. 


B But 
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But though neither the Unlawfulneſs of 
all Defire to pleaſe Men, nor the Impoſſi- 
bility of ſucceeding in this Aim, in ſome 
Degree, be here ſuppoſed, yet I much 
doubt whether it was not deſigned to be 
intimated, that 4 who are approved of 
Men, are not ſo of God. It is no ſtrange 
thing, if this happens frequently to be the 
Caſe, where any love the Praiſe of Men, 
more than the Praiſe of God. For, provid- 
ed they have but cunning enough to know 
how to manage Matters (and it is not @ 
great deal that is requir d) they may eaſily 
captivate the Minds of the Simple, and by 
fair Speeches, and other Arts, more 96- 
vious than they are honourable, become the 
Idols of all thoſe, whoſe Character it is, 


that they had rather have their Fancies 


pleas'd, than their Judgments inform'd; 
would rather be confirm d in their Miſtakes, 
than convinc'd of them; and have always 
the beſt Opinion of ſuch Preachers, as 
indulge them in the Good Opinion they 
have of themſelves : ſuch as inſtead of en- 
deayouring to ſhew them the Unreaſona- 
bleneſs of their Prejudices, and Paſſions, 
and Perſonal and Party Quarrels, fall in 
with them, or ſecretly flatter them, as in 
the Right, perhaps, connive at their: Vices, 
and are more concern'd to dazzle Weak 
Minds, wich an Oſtentatious and Enthult- 
ailical 


(11) 
aſtical Piety, than to edify the World, 
with the Solid, rhe Rational, the Uſeful], 
and Divine Virtues of a Uniformly Ho- 
ly and Good Life, By ſuch Methods as 
theſe, we may conceive the Phariſees to 
have gotten a much greater Share of Re- 
putation, than they deſerv'd among the 
Common People of the Jeus, and the 
Falſe Apoſtles among the more Ignoranr, 
Injudicious, and wavering Part of the fir ff 
Chriftians (a). 'Tis enough to cure a 
Man, who hath generous Sentiments, of 
all Fondneſs for ſuch kind of Incenſe, to 
reflect from whom it comes, and by what 
low and dirty ways, generally ſpeaking, it 
muſt be obtain'd. Not that Perſons of In- 
tegrity, upon the whole, are out of all 
Danger from this Tempration, and are 
never at all warp'd, and influenc'd by it. 
Indeed, Men of this Character will not, 
in order to gain the Favour of the Mul- 
titude, delikcratel do any thing which 
they know to be unlawful : But from Va- 
mty, or Avarice, or Love of Power, or ſome 
other ill Quality, which hath not loſt all 
hold in them, they may have their Judg- 
ments of Things, in ſome meaſure, inſen- 
fibly perverted, and, by that means, be 
drawn to do things not approv'd of God, 
(a) Among the Corinthians, there ſeems to hawe been 66 


headed a Faction againſt St. Paul, whom the brceſluous 
- Perſon was countenanc'd, if not openly defended. 


while 
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while they hemſelves are ſo, for the gene- 
ral Rectitude of their Hearts and Lives. 
Or by an Exceſs of good Nature, or want 
of Reſolution, they may go, or rather be 
carried, too far. A remarkable Inſtance 
of which we have in no leſs a Perſon 
than the Apoſtle Peter, who before that 
certain came from James did eat with 
the Gentiles, but, when they were come, 
withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf, fearing 
them that were of the Circumciſion ; the 
Conſequence of which was, that the other 
Jews diſſembled with him (i. e. diſguiſed 
their real Sentiments, in reſpect of the 
Liberty of the Goſpel) inſomuch that Bar- 
nabas alſo was carried away with their 
Diſſimulation. As what was done by 
St. Peter, and others in this Caſe, pro- 
ceeded from Weakneſs, and was not appre- 
hended to affect the general Cauſe of Chriſ- 
tranity, it was a very pardonable Fault, 
but ſtill it was a Fault, which was the 
Reaſon that the Apoſtle Paul withſtood him 
to his Face, as thinking him worthy of 
Blame, Gal. II. 11, and following Verſes. 
He that is /e, will be made ſtill; wiſer 
by ſuch Examples, and particularly from 
this, will learn to take care, that his Conver- 
ſation and Management in religious Diffe- 
rences, as well as his Profeſſions of Love, 
be without Diffumulation, Fs 1h 
e Aba ny You 
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(13) 
_ You will not think it improper if I 
more particularly, but briefly, confider 
the Character of one that ſtudies to ſhew 
himſelf approved unto God; then iſlu- 
ſtrate this Character by a few Inſtances ; 
and finally, mention ſome things which 

conſpire to recommend it. 


Firſt, If we conſider the Character of 
one who ſtudies to ſhew himſelf approved 
unto God; he that would be perfect makes 
it his firſt Care to ſettle right and worthy 
Notions of that ſovereign Being whoſe Ap- 
probation he ſeeks, We all think a like 
Method abſolutely neceſſary, when we 
would cultivate theEſteem and Friendſhip 
of our Fellow-creatures ; we ſtudy their 
Tempers, their Notions, and manner of 
Life, and ſuit ourſelves to them as far as 
allowably we can, not giving them any 
unneceſſary diſturbance upon theſe Heads, 
becauſe we know that the Art of pleaſing 
is, in general, the ſame in all Caſes, and 
with all Per/ons. This Obſervation may 
be transferred to the preſent Caſe, which 
is of the higheſt nature that can be ſup- 

oſed. To pleaſe God, there is an in- 
diſpenſable Neceſſity of our acquainting our- 
ſelves with him, and in all things con- 
forming to his Commands, and to the 
ſtandard of Perfection he hath fer before 
us in his Nature and Vors. This Con- 
7 NO kg —_. 
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formity is neceſſary, becauſe he is in one 
Mind, and who can turn him? Heis a 
Law to himſelf, and this Law is immuta- 
ble ; there being an eſſential and ever- 
laſting difference, in the nature of things, 
between the moral Per feclions of the Dei- 
ty, and their Contraries. In following 
God we follow Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and 
are therefore ſure never to go wrong, 
which 1s a very 2 Satisfaction. Juſt 
Apprehenſions of the divine Nature and 
8 are at the Foundation of all 
true Religion; and a Man might as well 
think of hitting a Mark he does not ſee, 
as of pleaſing and imitating a God of 
whom he is groſsly ignorant; for which 
reaſon no good Man can be ſuppoſed to 
labour under ſuch an Ignorance of the 
Deity. There are additional Confidera- 
tions dich demonſtrate the neceſſity of 
this Knowledge, even of the higher de- 
grees of it, in the Miniflers of the Goſpel, 
whoſe Buſineſs is to guide others into the 
Knowledge of God, and of the ſeveral 
important Truths of Religion depending 
upon this t Principle, and derived from 
ic. And, by the way, it is for want of 
laying this Foundation well, that they 
who ſhould be Inſtructors of the Ignorant, 
inſtead of being fo, are ſometimes the un- 
happy means of leading them into, or 
eee them in, the moſt abſurd and 

dangerous 
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dangerous Notions of the Deity ; Notions, 
which, tho they may be fundamental to 
ſome particular Syſtems of Divinty, are, 
in their natural Conſequence, ſubverſive of 
the true Foundations of the Chriſtian 
Faith; and, while they ſer Chriſtianity 
in as bad a light, in ſome reſpects, as it 
could appear in if it was a falſe Religion, 
undeſignedly give the Enemies of it a 
handle to treat it as ſuch, The beſt that 
can be ſaid for them is, that /o they have 
been taught; and they ſeem to reaſon con- 
cerning what they have been taught in 
relation to the true God, as the Heathens 
did about ſome things reported 'to have 
been done by their falſe Gods, . 
Sanctius ac reverentius viſum de „ N 
adtis Deorum credere quam ſcire. 98 
And, becauſe it may be thought that 
there is no need of ſo much care and 
ins where Perſons are, from their very 
Childhood, inſtructed to ſay and believe, 
that God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in bis Being, Wiſdom, Power, 
Holineſs, Fuſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth, I 
ſhall take the Liberty to obſerve, that tho 
this be a very.good definition of the Term 
God, yet this definition is no. more than 
nominal (a bare account of the Name) 
with regard to all tb9ſe who are not in- 
ſtructed in the meaning of it. For what 
ſignifies our aſcribing all poſſiblę Per- 
5 ſection 


(16) 

fection to God, if we have ho Idea 
at all of the Perfections we aſcribe 
to him, or a confuſed, or miſtaken one, 
which, upon ſome accounts, is worſe 
than none? While we honour God by 
giving him the Titles of wiſe, holy, juſt, 
good and true, we may diſhonour him by 
believing ſuch things of him as are utter- 
ly inconſiſtent with theſe Perfections, and 
would forfeit all pretence to them in a 
Man like ourſelves. Now an indiſtinct 
and inconſiſtent Belief, tho it may not do 
all the hurt of one totally erroneous, where 
there is a good and honeſt Heart, yer, to 
ſay the leaſt, is not likely to prove ſuch a 
ſource of ſincere and rational pleaſure 
to the Mind, nor ſuch a ſteady inflexible 
Rule of Conduct, as one that, being 
cleared of all diſagreeing Mixtures, 1s 
thoroughout juſt and true. 

Having ſettled ſuch Notions of God as 
he can ſecurely build on, the next thing 
which the Man who fludies to ſhew him- 
ſelf approved unto God is concerned for 
is, to know the Mind and Will of God ; 
what God expects from him in his per- 
ſonal or relative, his private or publick 
Capacity, as a Chriſtian, or a Chriſtian 
Miniſter. Without deſpi/ing the Light of 
Reaſon, he bleſſes God, from his Heart, 


for a ſupernatural Revelation, and is of 


Opinion that as Revelauon is a vaſt Im- 
19: provement 
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provement upon Reaſon, ſo Reafon is of 
great Uſe in proving, and eſtimating the 
Value of Revelation, towards the right 
underſtanding of it, in pointing out and 
clearing the connexion of revealed Reli- 
gion with natural, and the true Grounds of 
both in the eternal and unchangeable dif- 
ferences of things. From the Scripture 
he draws the Scheme of Chriſtian Doc- 
trine, and the Model of a Chriſtian Life, 
with all the exactneſs and fidelity he is 
capable of, and from thence traces out 
1's Duty as a Miniſter of the Got- 
pel. But foraſmuch as the general 
Duties of a Chriſtian and a Miniſter are 
as plain as they are important, and agreed 
on all hands, I content myſelf with juſt 
putting you in mind of them, becauſe 
you know them, and are eftabiiſh-d in 
the things which become ſo Doctrine. 
What I have more particularly in my 
View here, is the Care taken by the Per- 
ſon J am ſpeaking of to know the Will 
of God in points of Conduct, about which 
the World is divided; and in caſes which, 
tho they may be plain enough of them- 
ſelves, are yet rendered doubtful and per- 
plexed by Notions and Cuſtoms that have 
gained Authority by Eſtabliſhment and 
length of time. And here he continual- 
ly finds the Advantage of thoſe clear and 
rational Conceptions which he hath en- 

C tertained, 


is 


tertained, and well digeſted, concerning 
the nature and the works of God; which 
open and enlarge his Mind, render it 
more quick and ſagacious in other Queſ- 
tions that have any connexion with theſe, 
rectify and conduct the judging Faculty, 
ut the right Clue into his Hand, and ſet 
4 4 above thoſe ſervile ſuperſtitious 
Fears, thoſe weak and groundleſs Jea- 
louſies and Scruples, and thoſe vulgar 
Prejudices to which Perſons who are a- 
fraid to think freely (in the beſt ſenſe of 
that Word) are perpetually liable. To 
theſe juſt Notzons of the divine Being he 
forgets not to add humble and frequent 
Addreſſes to him for Direction, IIlumi- 
nation and Aſſiſtance, not at all doubtin 
of the truth of that Promiſe, that he 
Meek he will guide in Judgment, the Meek 
he will teach his Way; that God hath an 
immediate Acceſs to the Mind ; and, 
where his Influences are piouſly acknow- 
ledged and earneſtly beſought, does fre- 
quently give that Light, and throw in 
thoſe Hints, which free a Man from 
the perplexity of thought he was before 
under, and make his way plain and eaſy 
before him. Nor does he fooliſhly 
make his Tru/t in the divine Guidance a 
Pretence for neglecting the Rules of com- 
mon Prudence; but conſiders Times and 
Seaſons, Perſons and Things, and makes 
pe 
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proper Allowances for every Circum- 
ance : in which he hath the autho- 
rity of St. Paul's example, who at 
one time circumciſed Timothy becauſe 
of the ( unconverted) Jews that were 
in thoſe Quarters who all knew that his 
Father was a Greek, Acts xvi. 3. At an- 
other time, would not ſuffer that Titus, 
who was a Greek, ſhould be compelled 
to be circumciſed, and that becauſe of 
falſe Brethren unawares brought in, who 
came in privily to ſpy out the Liberty. 
which the Profeſſors of the Goſpel had 
in Chriſt Jeſus, that they might bring 
them into bondage ; for which reaſon the 
Apoſtle gave place to them by ſubjection 
not ſo much as for an Hour; that the 
truth of the Goſpel might continue with 
the Churches, Gal. ii. 3 5. There 
was, indeed, this material difference in 
the two Caſes, that Timothy was a Few 
by the Mother's fide, Titus entirely a 
Greek, or Gentile. Vet ſtill, in repreſenting 
the Apoſtle's conduct on theſe two Oc- 
caſions, the Deſign ſeems to have been 
to intimate his being more yielding in one 
caſe than in the other, together with the 
reaſon of it. Tis probable that, barely 
to gratify theſe falſe Brethren, he would 
not have circumciſed Timothy any more 
than Titus, ſince he would not give place 
to them (or ſubmit to any of their de- 
| C 2 mands) 
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to Jeruſalem 
municated to them the Goſpel which he 
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mands) ſo much as for an Hour: and, on 
the other band, that, to avoid offending 
the unbelieving Jews, he would not have 
taken Titus with him as he did Timothy ; 
the Circumciſion of Titus being what he 
would not have conſented to upon any 
terms; without which, the Jews would 


have had an inſuperable Prejudice againſt 
him, if he had choſen Titus for his Aſ- 


ſiſtant, he would therefore have followed 
the middle way, and left him behind. At 


firſt St. Paul did not communicate with 


any concerning the Goſpel which he 
preached to the Gentiles ; afterwards, he 
did, as we learn from the beginning of 


the Chapter juſt quoted; where it is ſaid, 
that fourteen Years after he went up again 
by revelation, and com- 


preached to the Gentiles, but privately to 
them that were of reputation | (that is, 


to che Apoſtles, ro whom he fir/t and 


more particularly imparted the Affair) 
Jeſt by any means (Jaich he ) 9 [hould 


run, or had run in vain; i. e. leſt 


he ſhould be leſs ſucceſsful in his future 
labours, or give his Enemies an Opportu- 
nity to deſtroy What he had already built, 
if it ſhould be believed that he taught 
.the Circumciſion of the converted Gentiles, 
or that he and his Goſpel were not owned 
and approved by the other Apoſtles, both 


which 
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which ſuggeſtions were at once confuted 
by the friendly Reception he had from 
the Apoſtles, and their not compelling 
Titus to be circumciſed. The inſtruction 
from whence is, that Circumſtances bein 
different, a Taue Man will not think 
that his Conduct ought always to be exact- 
ly the ſame. 

Finally, being ſatisfied, after mature Ex- 
amination, what is theWill of God, in re- 
lation to any debated Point, he is ſo intent 
upon approving himſelf to his great Lord 
and Maſter, that he will follow that which 
_ to be his Duty, whatever Contra- 

idtion, Reproach, or Inconvenience he ma 
happen to ſuffer by it. He is thus reſolv'd 


not only in the eſſential and uncontrovert- 


ed Duties of his Chriſtian and Miniſteri- 


al Profeſſion, giving all Diligence to be 
regular and holy in his Converſation, and 
faithful in the Truſt committed to him, 
but farther, in Things too often overlook'd 
by Perſons, in the main, fincere, through 
Haſte, or Prepoſſeſſion, or a ſecret Biaſs 
to ſomething or other, that lies out of the 
Strait and Narrow Way : the Queſtion 
with him who ſtrives to be perfect, in all 
incidental Matters, as well as others, not 
being, Will this ſuit with my worldly Inter- 
eſt ? Is it agreeable to my Inclinations ? Or 
can I hope by doing this to pleaſe Men? No; 
but ſhall I be approv' d of God? In this 0 
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like St. Paul, who, when it pleaſed God to 
reveal his Son to him, that he ſhould preach 
him among the Heathen, immediately 
ſet about the Work he. was call'd to, not 
confering with Fleſh and Blood, i. e. with 
any Man whatſoever to know his Opini- 
on upon it, Gal. I. 15, 16. And who, 
by being leſs forward in aſſerting the Li- 
berty and Privileges of the Gentile Con- 
verts, might have eafily avoided a good 
Part of the Storm that fell upon him, for 
ſo he asks (in Anſwer to ſome who ſug- 

eſted that he. was guilty of temporizing, 
by ſeeming to allow the Neceſſity of Cir- 
cumciſion, which was a favourite Notion 
of the Jews) if 1 yet preach Circumciſion, 
why do. I yet ſuffer Perſecution ? Then is 
the Offence of the Croſs ceaſed, Gal. V. 11. 
As much as if he had ſaid, the Perſecuti- 
ons which I undergo from the Jews, are 
a clear Proof of the falſity of this Charge 
of my preaching Circumciſion, fince the 
great Offence which they have taken up 
againſt the Doctrine of a crucified Jeſus, 
is the Apprehenſion of its being intended 
to ſet aſide the Rites and Cuſtoms of the 
Moſaic Law. Would I ſpare them in 
this one Point, for all the reſt, they would 
more eaſily. forgive me ? Let this 


- 


ſuffice for the Character. 


Secondly, 


623 
Secondly. I ſhall now produce a few In- 
flances, which ſerve to illuſtrate this Cha- 
rater, and in which the Man who ſtu- 
dies to ſhew himſelf approved unto God, 
in the manner before explain'd, makes it 
viſible that he does ſo. 


. Is he perſwaded of its being not 
only his undoubted Right, but his plain 
Duty, to ſearch and judge for himſelf? 


In this caſe, that he may be approv'd of 


God, he lays aſide all «ndue regard to hu- 
man Authority, to great Names, and great 
Bodies of Men ; and leaving the Streams 
which, for aught he knows, may have been 

oiſoned, or at beſt defil'd and muddied, 
he goes immediately to the Fountain-Head 
of Truth. And it would be exceeding 
ſtrange, if, being ſo impartial, and f 
ſuch juſt Notions of God as I have ſuppos d, 
he ſhould nat diſcern this to be his Duty; 
as It is to me amazing how any of tolera- 
ble Senſè and Honeſty can make it a ſerious 
diſpute, whether it be his Right. It is in- 
deed, the right of every Man to uſe the 
Faculties which God hath given him, and, 
as far as he is capable, and has Opportu- 
nity for it, to ſee with his own Eyes, to 
ſearch the Scriptures, to try Notions and 
Spirits, and having prov'd all things, then 
to hold faſt that which is good, which, 
ſometimes, cannot be known: to be good 
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„ 
before Trial. This is every Man's Birth- 
right, as a Man, and much more every 
Chriſtian's; and being their Right, muſt 
in a greater or leſſer degree, according to 
the diverſity of their Capacities and Cir- 
cumſtances, be their Duty too. But were 
the Matter doubt ful in reſpect of Private 
Chriſtians (which it is not) yet, as to Mi- 
niſters, the moſt palpable Abſurdities, and 


ſome of the worſt of Conſequences, muſt 


attend the Denial of this Liberty. Arc 


they not the Miniſters of Chriſt ? And is 


it not the Goſpel of Chri/t that they are to 
preach ? Granted; may it be replied by 
4 but then they muſt not look into 
the Bundle that is delivered them, but let 
Things paſs juſt as they have received them, 
either Ren the Church of Rome (as they 
of that Church ſay) or from Sets of Arti- 
cles, Catechiſms, and Confeſſions, as too ma- 
ny Proteſtants would ſay, did not their 
Principles, as Proteſtants, make them a- 
ſham'd to ſpeak out. But, I would be 
glad to know why we muſt not receive 
the Doctrine of Chriſt from Chriſt himſelf, 
fince we may have it immediately from 
him? Or why it is thought a neceſſary 
Qualification in a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
to underſtand, (at leaſt) the Original Lan- 
guage, in which the Writings of the New 
'Teftament were penn'd, if, in ſtudying 
"theſe Writings, he is tied up to one par- 
* ticular 
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ticular Syſtem of Notions, which he muſt 
make his rule of Interpretation, under the 
ſpecious title of the Analogy of Faith, with- 
out regarding the Deſign of the Author, 
the Coherence of the Diſcourſe, or the 
Force and Propriety of Words. Study 
to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God (faith 
the Apoſtle) a Workman that needeth not 
to be aſbam d, rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth, i. e. (as the Context makes proba- 
ble) ſeparating among the things that are 
taught by Men, things important, from 
things trivial, Truth from Error and Fable, 
that nothing but the pure uncorrupted 
Word of God may remain. One inference 
from hence (which lies too plain to be o- 
verlook'd) is, that a Man who ſets up for 
a Teacher of others, and yet takes indiffe- 
rently all Doctrines that he hath been 
taught by the Maſters of bis Faith (not to 
ſay of his Conſcience) without knowing 
how to part the good from the bad, or 
being any way concerned to do it, is a 
Workman that hath roo much Cauſe to be 
aſham'd. A like Direction is given by the 
ſame Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to Titus, where 
ſpeaking of a Goſpel Biſhop, he ſays, He 
muſt be one who holds faſt the faithful 
Word, as he hath been taught; 7:58 M, 
the Word worthy of Credit, which may 
be known by this Mark, that it is d Tyv 
F3zzw, according to the Doctrine, of Chriſt, 

D h and 
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and his Apoſtles, not of deſigning, or of 
weak and fallible Men. Tit. I. 9. 

But may we venture to go off from 
the Principles of ſuch and ſuch, whoſe 
Praiſe is in the Churches for their exem- 
plary Piety, and ſtrictneſs of Converſa- 
tion? The Anſwer is eaſy. If the Piety 
was all, or aimoſi all, on one fide, there 
might be ſome Temptation to ſuſpect the 
Truth was ſo too, but, when in order to 
follow one Set of good Men in their Opi- 
nions, we muſt abandon others of equal 
Piety, and, as it may happen, ſuperior 
Learning, or, if we will hold with all ſides, 
muſt believe Contradictions, we muſt leave 
this rule to thoſe who have Vanity enough 
to think that the Power of Religion is 
confin'd to their own Party. 

But ſhall Private Miniſters preſume to 
remove thoſe Boundaries and Landmarks, 
which have been ſettled in Synods, and 
other venerable Aſſemblies? This Queſti- 
on may be anſwered by another: Did theſe 
Aſſemblies pretend Authority to decree Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or did they not? If they 
did, it will be time enough to fubmit ro 
their Decrees, when they have ſatisfied 
the World, who gave them this Authori- 
ty. If they did 7 aſſume any ſuch Autho- 
rity; as they could not do it conſiſtently, 
without challenging Ixſallibility too, why 
{hould we be fo forward to compliment 
das them 


ä 1 

them with that Authority and Infallibili- 
ty, which they themſelves profeſſedly 
diſclaim? Or why appeal to their De- 
crees as the laſt Reſort, when they them- 
ſelves ſend us for the Proof of all they 
have decreed and taught to the Holy Scrip- 
tures * In vain are we refer d to the Scrip- 
tures, if after all we muſt nor ſearch the 
Scriptures, to ſee whether theſe things are 
ſo, but be oblig'd to receive the Scripture 
with their [Interpretation of it, A Power 
in any Men to interpret Scripture, with- 
out being liable to have their Interpreta- 
tions called in Queſt ion, is, in effect, the 
ſame as a Power to add to it; for how 
ſhall it be known whether any thing be 
added or no, when barely their ſaying thar 
this, or that, is only the true Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, (tho! to us it hath all the Appearance 
of an Addition) is a ſufficient Reaſon to 
believe, that it is no more? It farther de- 
ſerves to be conſidered, that it doth not 
follow, a Man is ſingular in his Opinions, 
becauſe they are not to be found in a Har- 
mony of Confeſſions. On the contrary, of 
thoſe that have taken up their Opinions, 
and continue in them, becauſe, after fair 
Trial, they judge them to be right, not 
going juſt as they were led, the greateſt 
Number may be on his Side of the Queſti- 
on. Or taking an equal Number of Men; 
of equal Probity, Learning, and Abilities, 
i will 
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will we fay they are more likely to find 
the Truth in a Synod, than out of it? One 
would think the contrary ; becauſe when 
alone by themſelves, they have their 
Thoughts more about them, are capable 
of canvaſſing things with greater Care and 
Diſpaſſionateneſs, and (which is no ſmall 
Matter) are not ſo much under the Ma- 
nagement of a few leading Men, who go- 
vern things more by Art, or Authority, 
than by Reaſon. And as for the want of 
Humility, which is ſo often charg'd on a 
Miniſter's exercifing a Right of private 
Judgment, one would rather imagine the 
Suſpicion of Pride ſhould lie on heir fide 
who take upon them to judge, nor only 
for themſelves, or for all others of the 
fame Age, but for the Church of God, 
in all following Ages. If this be not incon- 
ſiſtent with Humility, I don't fee how 
every Man's judging for himſelf, leaving 
ro every other Man the ſame Liberty, 
can be ſo, eſpecially, when every Man 
muſt give an Account of himſelf to God. 
Why ſhould they judge for me, who are 
not to anſwer for me ? 

Bur is this all rhe Reſpect we have for 
the Memory of our firſt Reformers and 
Martyrs, to depart fo lightly from the 
Faith, in which they died ? My Reply is, 
If by their Faith be meant the Proteſtant 
Faith, or the Pure undefiled' Religion of 

Chriſt, 


. 

Chriſt, as oppos d to the Corruptions of 
Popery, the more diligently we ſtudy the 
Scriptures, and the more we uſe our Un- 
derſtandings in Religion, the leſs Danger 
there is of our forſaking this Faith. But 
if by their Faith be underſtood certain 
Tenets, which, as they do not enter into 
the Character of a Proteſtant, ſo were ne- 
ver yet proved to belong to Primitive 
Chriſtianity, there is no great Harm done, 
if in theſe things we do not think as our 
Fathers of the Reformation did; nor is it 
any Reflection at all upon them who, hav- 
ing their Thoughts and Time ſo much 
employed in detecting and reforming 
the Abuſes of Popery, had not that 
Leiſure (I might have added, nor thoſe 

vantages) for revifing and clearing all 
the Parts of the Chriſtian Scheme, by a 
more thorough Knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, that their Succeſſors have had; and, 
beſides that, were naturally prejudic'd in 
favour of ſome Notions, for their appre- 
hended Oppoſition to certain Errors of 
the Romiſh Church, not duly conſider- 
ing, that this Oppoſition might be of the 
ſame Nature with that, which two Ex- 
tremes have one to the other. And where- 
as it is eſteem'd fuch an Honour to ſome 
Opinions, that they were the Opinions of 
our Engliſh, and other Proteſtant Martyrs, 
(not to obſerve that they were not ſo pro- 


perly 
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perly the clin — the Men, as of the 
Times) what if it ſhall be found that the 
Chriſtian Fathers and Martyrs (indeed, 
the Chriſtian Church in general) of the 
three firſt Ages, held different Notions ? 
I hope this Prejudice in favour of one fide, 
may at leaſt be ſufficient to balance that 
now mentioned on the other; and that 
this is actually the Caſe, in reſpect of ſome 
Notions which have borrowed their Name 
from an eminent Reformer (ſuch as that 
of Mens being Good or Bad in conſequence 
of an Abſolute Decree, which is the ſame 
as by Neceſſity, not by the Uſe or Abuſe 
of, their Freedom of Choice, &c.) will 
hardly be diſputed. 

After all, the Perſon I am ſpeaking 
of is far from ſetting up his private 
Senſe as, ſuperior to that of the reſt of 
Mankind, is -ready to miſtruſt his Judg- 
ment when he hath the concurrence of 
few or no thinking and ſerious Perſons 
in it, is not fond of differing from others 
for differing” s Sake; on the contrary, he 
would be much better pleaſed to have 
no occaſion to leave the beaten track: 
he is thankful for all the Aſſiſtances he 
receives from others, be they who they 
will, in finding out the true Senſe of 
Scripture, neither vainly conceiting him- 


ſelf above theſe helps, nor aſhamed to 


confeſs his Obligation for them ; and 
many 
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many times where he ſees Reaſon (or 


thinks he ſees it) to depart. from the 
Judgment of worthy Men, as he does 
it with all Modeſty, ſo, perhaps, ſome- 
thing or other drop'd in their Writings 
* hath ſtruck the Light which leads him 
to diſcern their Miſtakes, or by ſome 
common Principles upon which they very 
much infiſt as well as others (e. g. the 
infinite Goodneſs of God, the Sincerity 
of his Promiſes and Declarations, the 
2 Preheminence of the Love of God be- 
* yond all the poſitive parts of Religion, 
and the Neceſſity of practical Holineſs) 
he is able to prove the Erroneouſneſs of 
ſome Notions which they graff upon 
theſe noble Principles, by ſhewing that 
they cannot poſſibly grow upon ſuch a 
Stock, to which they are likely to do 
more Hurt than they can receive Ad- 
vantage from it. Vet, notwithſtand- 
ing this Liberty of judging is ſo very 
evident from Reaſon and Scripture, and 
it be managed with all the Submiſſion 
confiſtent with a due regard to Truth, 
and the Authority of the only Head and 
Lawgiver of the Church, whoever does 
not expreſs a like reverence for human 
Creeds as for the Word of God, is ſure 
to be cenſured by almoſt every Party, 
tho there is no Party but would give 
him leave to have as little reſpe& as he 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed for every other Creed and Cate: 
chiſm, as far as it differ'd from their 
own. Be it fo, (fince ſuch is the pre- 
vailing Humour of Mankind) he that 
ſtudies in all things to ſhew himſelf 
approved unto God, will not be much 
moved by this. He is ſure that it is not 
for the Sake of his Eaſe, or worldly In- 
tereſt, that he challenges a Right to 
think and examine; ſince he ſhould con- 
ſult theſe much better by believing every 
thing, and diſputing nothing ; and he 1s 
conſcious to himſelf that he does not act 
out of Pride, and a Spirit of Contradic- 
tion; and therefore whatever be the 
preſent temporal Den to him- 
ſelf, he is determined to perſevere, con- 
tented to go through good Report, and 
through evil Report, and to receive bad 
Uſage together with good. | 
2. Is the ſame Perſon ſatisfied in his 
own Mind, that having found the Truth 
by diligent and impartial Enquiry, and 
duly weighed all the Circumſtances of 
the Caſe, he is obliged to ſpeak his 
Thoughts. with an honeſt Freedom, and 
to ſet himſelf to detect and confute re- 
ceived Errors, as he hopes to have this 
part of his Conduct approved by him 
who hath put him into the Miniſtry ? 
Being thus perſuaded, he does not heſi- 
tate what he ſhall do, but is ready to 
* <0 __ © hazard 


633) | 
hazard every thing of his own rather 
than napkin up the Truth when it ought 
to be brought into the Light. Ir is here 
ſuppoſed, that he hath calmly conſidered 
both the Truth and Importance of his 
Opinions before he troubles others with 
them, not chuſing to riſque his own Re- 
putation, or the Peace of any part of 


the Chriſtian Church, upon Points more , 


doubtful and difficult, than neceſſary to 
be known; and, in ſtating the Reaſons 
for and againſt ſpeaking out the whole 
Truth, hath been very careful to caſt up 
the Account right. He will not indif- 
ferently, in all Places and Companies, and 
upon all Occaſions, in ſeaſon, or out of 
ſeaſon, utter all his Mind; which would 
be acting too much like Solomon's Fool, 
whoſe Wiſdom faileth him, when he wa/k- 
eth by the way fide, infomuch that he 
ſaith to every one he meets, that be is a 
Fool, Eccl. x. 3. He hath alſo that re- 
gard to the weak fide of human Nature, 
always tenacious of old Opinions, as to 
make trial t of what can be done in 
a leſs open manner, and being crafty he 
endeavours to catch his Hearers with an 
innocent Guile ; ſtealing away their No- 
tions from them while he leaves them 
their Phraſes, and then afterwards, when 
he hath prepoſſeſſed them with other 
Notions, prevailing with them to reſign 
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( 34 ) 
their Phraſes too, as no way proper to 
expreſs the Notions they have now en- 
tertained. Or he ſees ground to think 
that an unreſerved Declaration of his 
Sentiments, either becauſe of his Age 
which would not add any Authority to 
what he faith ; or for ſome other rea- 
ſon, would do more hurt than good, 


and therefore he hath his Faith to him- 


ſelf till a more favourable Opportunity 
offers for making it publick. Bur if, 
after long waiting, ſuch an Opportunity 
s he wiſhes is never likely to happen; 
but falſe Opinions are induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated, and with more Zeal and Bitter- 
nels than uſual, and handed down from 
Fathers to Children as the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, from which they 


muſt not deviate an Hairs- breath. If 


he hath Inſtances before him of the ill 
Effects of certain religious Principles up- 
on the Lives of any, whom he is not 
able to recover out of the Snare of the 
Devil any other way than by ſhewing 
them that tho they reaſon right, yet it 
is from wrong Principles; and upon the 
Tempers of a great many more, rendering 
them, either moroſe, conceited, cenſorious, 
or melancholy and diſpirited in religion; 
and if, moreover, his not ſaying any thing 
againſt ſuch Principles, is deemed an 
Argument of his being a Friend to them, 

or 


(35) 

or the Effect of a mean and cowardly 
Spirit: when the Honour of Religion, 
the Safety of Souls, and his own Uſeful- 
neſs are thus at Stake, he dares be valiant 
for the Truth, and can, with pleaſure, ſa- 
crifice every thing for the Sake of ir, 
when he knows it will not be tbe Sacri- 
fice of Fools, Not that he will render 
Railing for Railing; but contrariwiſe, 
Reaſon for Invective, and Bleſſing for 
Curjing, He will, for Prudence-Sake, 
ſpeak his Mind in a manner the /eaft 
Offenſive that 1s poſſible, and forbear 
giving ſome things as bad Names as they 
deſerve ;* chufing rather to expoſe the 
Deformity of Error, by ſetting the Truth 
in all its Amiableneſs and Evidence over- 
againſt it, than in /frong and direct Terms. 
It is not improbable that he will be 
thought an Enemy by many (eſpecially 
when ſome, who have their private Ends 
to ſerve by it, ſuggeſt that he is ſo) be- 
cauſe he tells them the truth ; even tho he 
tells it them with the moſt inſinuating 
ſoftneſs and gentleneſs, and cannot keep 
Silence with a good Conſcience. When 
this happens- out, he is ſorry for it, more 
for their Sakes than his own; but till 
holds to his Reſolution, not to be kept 
by the fear of Man from openly aſſerting 
the Truth when it is neceflary, any more 
than to be aw'd and check'd by the Au- 
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thority of Man in ſettling the important 
Queſtion, What 1s Truth ? 5 o | 
3. After revolving the Matter in his moſt 
unprejudiced and deliberate Thoughts, Is 
it his Judgment that by ſuch a particular 
way of preaching he ſhall do moſt good; 
promote the Knowledge and Practice of 
true Chriſtianity more than by another, 
which, it may be, is more agreeable to 
his own Inclination, or will better ſtrike 
the Taſte of his Hearers? If theſe are 
his Thoughts, he is not for pleaſing him- 
{elf or others at the Expence of what is 
of much greater Importance than any 
thing merely entertaining can be. Were 
a. Miniſter to conſult nothing elſe but 
the Exerciſe and Improvement of his 
own Genius, and to uſe the Method and 
Style which pleaſed him moſt in the 
Writings or Preaching of other Men, 
and which would give moſt Scope to 
his Imagination (it may be naturally 


lively and fruitful) poſſibly his Subjects 


would be roo often of a ſpeculative Na- 
ture, and more curious than profitable, 
his way of thinking would be 700 far re- 
moved from that which.is common; his 
Reaſoning. be too cloſe and abſtract, and 
his Language too labour'd, or abound 
too much with Ornaments for the Mean- 
ing to be eaſily come at by ordinary Peo- 


pim- 


| (37) 
himſelf, or profit his Hearers ? The Queſ- 
tion does not require much time to be 
anſwer'd by one who conſtantly ſtudies | 
to ſhew himſelf approved unto Ge | 
He will not, in compliment to a few, 
overlook the reſt of his Audience who 
are the greater Number ; nor, barely to 
make his court to the greater Number, 
o into a manner of preaching which he 
Fimſelf is convinced to be wrong, and 
will be diſliked by the more judicious ferw. 
He knows a way in which he could, with 
very little Pains, procure to himſelf the 
Applauſe of ſome ſort of People, and ar 
the ſame time make them believe they | 
were greatly ediſied too. When he was to 1 
prove a thing he could make uſe of Ar- | 
aments, which, tho really inconcluſive, 
ſhould do more to perſuade a great ma- 
ny of che Truth of what he aimed to 
eſtabliſh than the moſt id Proofs could 
do. And without enquiring after the true 
Senſe of Scripture, which is not found 
without ſome Trouble and Pains, he | 
could by only following the Sound of 1 
Words, and idly playing with Metaphors, 
get himſelf the Reputation of a profound 
Divine, What more eaſy than for a 
Man (if his Conſcience will permit him) 
to appropriate to himſelf and his Brethren , 
the Name of Experimental Preachers, 
and to the People of the ſame way that 
| of 
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of Experienc d Cbriſtians? To have the 


Name of Chrift often in his Mouth, ta- 
ing no care to repreſent the Chriſtian 


ligion ſo as that it may be an Honour 
to that Name; a Name dear to all true 
Chriſtians, becauſe they /ove their Saviour 
in Sincerity ; and pleaſing to a great many 
others, becauſe they ſtrongly conceit them- 
ſelves to be loved by him? What more 
eaſy than to talk much of Faith, Fuſti- 


fication, the Rightesuſneſ of Chriſt, free 


Grace, and the like, not from the Scrip- 
tures (diligently ſtudied and compared 
one part with another, ſo as to make the 
whole a conſiſtent Scheme of Doctrine) 
bur from certain Writers, whoſe Works 
are of ſuch Authority with ſome, that 
they may be called Deutero-canonical? to 
ſay the very ſame things that have been 
{aid a thouſand times over, and in the 
ſame Set of Phraſes and Expreſſions, 
without giving the leaft new Light to 
any Subject, or making People a jot wiſer 


than they were before? In fine, what 


more eaſy than to ſay /iztle of the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, and nothing in proof 
of the Reaſonableneſi of them? to infuſe 
Suſpicions and Jealouſies of Reaſon as no 
Friend to Religion? and to make general 
Declamations about the Weakneis and 
Corruption of human Nature, and the In- 
ſufficiency of natural Light, which com- 
| parga- 


639) 
paratively underſtood, and with proper Li- 
mitations added, would be true enough, but 
are far from being ſo when ſpoken abſolutely, 
and tend to give the Hearers very wrong 
Notions in Religion? What more eaſy than 
all theſe things? and yet what more cer- 
tain way, among ſome Perſons to ſecure 
the Name of a Goſpel Preacher ? explain- 
ing in a rational intelligible manner the 
Grounds of our Obligations to theRedeemer 
of the World, together with the Nature, 
the De/ign, and the intrinſic Excellence of 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation ; ſetting before 
Men the Terms of Acceptance ; telling 
them their Duty plainly and fully, the 
Encouragements they have to perform it, 
(from- the Promiſe of Divine Aſſiſtance, 
the Tranquility and Happineſs of a reli- 
gious Life at preſent, and the Hope of e- 
ternal Glory) and the extreme Peril of 
neglecting it; without adding ſuch Ex- 
ceptions and Limitations (as to the Perſons 
intended) as tend to enervate the Force of 
che moſt powerful Motives and earneſt 
Exhortations; this way of preaching is 
cold, and legal, and unedifying, and not 
to be compared with the former. But tho 
the former way would be eaſier to himſelf 
as well as more agreeable to the major part 
of his Audience, till their Judgments were 
more improv'd, yet he cannot allow him- 


ſelf thus to play the Cheat with his Hear- 


ers, amuſing their Fancies, and working 
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up their Affections, without any thing to 
ſupport them, inſtead of enlightening their 
Underſtandings, inſpiring them with the 
love of a Holy as well as a crucified Jeſus, 
and bringing them to eſteem and practiſe 
the ſubſtantial Virtues of the Chriſtian Life. 
4. Is he perſuaded that Zeal for the Truth 
is no way inconſiſtent with Charity for 
thoſe that are apprehended to be in Error ? 
He does not think his Charity (proceeding 
from that very temper of Mind on which 
the Goſpel lays ſo much ſtreſs) a thing 
to be aſhamed of. What tho by this means 
he himſelf forfeits the Charity of Perſons 
of more Zeal than Knowledge, and more 
Concert than either, and they have a worſe 
Opinion of him only for having a favour- 
able Opinion of ſome that think not as 
they do, or as he himſelf does; ſcarce al- 
lowing that he can be a good Chriſtian, 
who 1s not a good Party-man? He pities 
thoſe that are of ſuch a narrow Spirit, but 
is too honeſt, with his preſent View of 
things, to do as they do; joining to hunt 
down a Man as ſoon as the common Cry is 
againſt him, when he pr ofeſſes the great- 
eſt regard to the Honour and Authority 
of Chriſt, and hath nothing but what is 
Chriſtian in his Behaviour. He is not 
haſty to believe another Man is in Opini- 
ons which ſeem to him evidently to con- 
tradict the Chriſtian Revelation; does not 


P make the Difference wider than it really is, 
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(41) 
nor lay more ſtreſs upon it than it will bear, 
takes not up every flying Report of a Per- 
ſon's having aid this and done that; does 
not love to fix Names which he knows will 
hurt the Reputation and leſſen the Uſefulneſs 
of another Miniſter, nor eſteem it good Evi- 
dence of the Truth of any Story told to his 
diſadvantage, that he is one who does not vote 
and ſubſcribe as he could wiſh him to do. 

Can I, in my Heart, believe, O moſt righte- 

ous and merciful God, that this is ſuch deal- 

ing as thou wilt approve? or is this doing to 

others as I think it equitable they ſhould do 

tome? or as I actually do to thoſe for whom 

I have a tenderAﬀection, or on whom I have 

a Dependance, when they go aſtray? He 

ſtudiouſly avoids entering into Party-quar- 

rels, is very ſenſible of his being himſelf frail 

and fallible, takes not upon him to judge the 

Hearts of Men, and conſiders that it 1s nor, 

Jo much, the Knowledge as the Love of the 

Truth; not, ſo much, Faith as the good Diſ- 

Poſition of Mind from whence it flows, that 

renders a Man acceptable to God ; that one 

Man may believe the Truth he hates (as the 

Devil, we are told, believes and trembles) an- 

other in things not eſſential to Religion miſs 

the Truth he loves, and is continually enguz- 

ing after. He never yet heard it ſuggeſted | 

that that paſſage of St. Paul is corrupted in | 

our preſent Bibles, and now abide Faith, Hope, | 

Charity, theſe three, but the greateſt of theſs 
| - F . \ * 


is 


(42) 
is Charity; nor did he ever know any one 
pretend to aſſert in Vords of that noble De- 
ſcription of Charity, by the ſame inſpired 
Writer, that, when filled up as it ought to 
be, it would run thus; Charity ſuffereth long 
(che Faults of thoſe that are of the right 
Party) and is kind (to them.) Charity envi- 
eth not (thoſe who humbly take their Leſſons 
from us, and never preſume to rival, much 
leſs, out ſbine us.) Charity vaunteth not it- 
elf (where there is no Temptation to do it.) 
1s not puffed up (unleſs it be, when we have 
got an Enemy at an Advantage, and can 
trample him under our Feet.) Does not be- 
have itſelf unſeemly (except when a good Cauſe 
requires it.) Seeketh not her own (when ſhe 
hath nothing of her own to ſeek.) Is not ea- 
ly provoked (where nothing is done to pro- 
voke it.) Thinketh no evil (of a few choſen 
Favourites.) Rejoiceth not in Iniquity (re- 
ceived, but, done.) But rejoiceth in the Truth 
(when it is apprehended not to favour the 
oppoſite Side.) Bearetb all things (that need 
little or no Patience to bear them.) Helie- 
veth all things (to the Advantage of its own, 
and Diſadvantage of the adverſe, Party.) 
Heopeth all things (good to the one, and evil 
to the other.) And endureth all things (all 
things, where only the Precepts of the Goſpel 
are broken, but nothing where the Truth of 
certain "Opinions, or Expediency of cer- 
rain [yuntions, purely human, is called in 


quel- 


( 43) 

queſtion.) What a deformed Picture would 
theſe inconſiſtent Additions make of one of 
the moſt beautiful in the World, as it is 
drawn by the Pen of an inſpired Apoſtle! 
Il ſhall ſhut up this Head with a re- 
markable Story, which I have read: that 
when Gomarus, accuſing Arminius before the 
States, ſaid, that the Opinions of his Collegue 
were ſuch in the Articles controverted be- 
tween them, that he, for his part, would 
not appear with them before God; ſomePer- 
ſons, a little moved with ſuch an Inſtance of 
cenſorious Zeal, could not forbear declaring 
that they had rather appear before the di- 
vine Tribunal with the Faith of Arminius, 
than with the Charity of Gomarus. 

I muſt entreat your Patience, while I little 
more than mention a few Conſiderations, a- 
mong many, that recommend this excellent 
and amiable Character. You will agree 
with me, Sir, that, 

It is a Conſideration which muſt afford 
great Peace and Support to an honeſt Mind, 
that whoever ſtudies to ſhew himſelf approv- 
ed unto God, is ſure to be approved of him; 
for he is not a hard Mafier, who reaps where 
he hath not ſown, or a Reſpefor of Perſons in 
Judgment. Tis true, he requires Sincerity 
of all, but ſince that does not ſignify any par- 
ticular Degrees of Strength and Capacity of 
Service, given to /oe, and not to others, or 
particular heights of Perfection, not attainable 
28 7 1 
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| by all, but only a fait bful Im provement | of * \ 


Abilities and Opportunities we have, it muſt be 
every one's inexcuſable Fault, if he be not ſin- 
cere. Beſides, that this want of Sincerity can 
never be charg'd upon the Perſon I have been 
deſcribing, who is able to ſay (proper Allow- 
ances being made for the Imperfections of 
Human Nature, and for the great Diſtance 
between the two Characters) as his bleſſed 
Maſter did, that he ſeeketh not his own Will, 


or his own Glory, but the Will, and the 


Glory of his Father in Heaven. 
Confider farther, that having approved 
yourſelf unto God, you will not fail of being 


elf approved. And this is no ſmall Matter, 


for a Man to ſtand well with himſelf. As far 
as you are aſſured of the Approbation of the 
great Judge of Heaven and Earth (and you 
are aſſured of this in the ſame Degree, as you 
are conſcious of an unfeigned active Defire 
to pleaſe him) you cannot but have rejoicing 
in yourſelf, and your Joy no Man taketh from 


you. Tis a reaſonable Foy, becauſe founded 


in Truth ; and it is a Joy in ſome ſort Divine, 
becauſe arifing from thoſe things which ren- 
der a Man like God, fince God approves none 


put thoſe in whom he ſees ſome Traces of 


thislikeneſs. A diligent Endeavour to ſhew 
ourſelves approv'd unto God beſpeaks the 
Participation of a Divine Nature, that is, a 
right temper of Mind, and a Holy and Hea- 
venly Life, with a care to perform the Duties 


of 
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of our particular Profeſſion as becometh the 
Servants of the all-knowing, and all- perfect 
God. A Character as Honourable in itſelf 
as any can be. | 
You may add that the Man whoſe Cha- 
racer this is, will, ordinarily, ſecure the Ap- 
probation of thoſe whoſe good Opinion and 
good Word 1s moſt valuable. And, as to o- 
thers, he may hope togain hon them by lit- 
tle and little; provided, he purſues a Steady 
| Inflexible courſe of Piety, Charity, and Mo- 
deration. Nay his very Enemies (if after all 
he hath any) will not be ſo forward to open 
their Mouths againſt him, unleſs their Pre- 
judices are great indeed, and their Tempers 
more than ordinarily bad, or there be ſome- 
what elſe very ſingular in the caſe. Tit. ii. 
7. 8. In all things ſhewing thyſelf a Pattern 
of good Works ; in Doctrine ſbewing Uncor- 
ruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech 
which cannot be condemn'd, that be who 15 
of the contrary part may be more aſhamed, 
having no Evil thing to ſay of you. But 
ſuppoſing the worſt, yer "SRL 
© Conſider the Service that is done to Reli- 
gion by Examples of a tried Integrity, and 
univerſal Goodneſs. Religion does, upon the 
whole, gain by ſuch Characters as to the Re- 
putation it bears in the World. And, in truth, 
were not its Credit a little kept up by ſuch, 
they who were Strangers to it, or bore it no 
good Will, would be ready to ſay that Chriſ- 
| tianity 
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tianity was not a Religion calculated to pro. 
mote the Freedom of the Mind, to enlar 
the Heart, to ſweeten the Paſſions, and to 
unite Mankind in the Bands of Love, but, on 
the contrary, to ſplit them into Parties and 
Factions, and both to heighten and juſtify 
their Rage one againſt another; to make a 
narrow, angry, unconverſable Temper, till 
more ſo, and to eſtabliſh every where a Spirit 
of Superſtition, Thus would ſome be apt to 
ſpeak evil of things which they did not know, 


judging of them from the general behavi- 


our of thoſe who talk'd moſt about them. 
Thanks be to God, that, as our holy Religion 
itſelf, view'd in the Writings of the Apoſtles, 
does not give the leaſt Countenance to ſuch 
a Charge, ſo there are Examples, (to be found 
I truſt, in all Parties,) which prove it to be 
unjuſt. Would to God they were more! It 
is worth any one's while, that wiſhes well to 
Religion, to be among them, whatever it 
coſts him. Once more, | 

Conſider, that if, during the courſe of this 
mortal Life, and of your Miniſterial Labours, 
you ſtudy to ſhew yourſelf approv'd unto 
God, great will be your Reward in Heaven, 
And how much better is it to have our Re- 
ward laid up there, than to enjoy it here up- 


on Earth? This is our Anchor ſure and ſted- 


faſt, which keeps the Mind from fluctuat- 
ing in this unquiet ſtormy World. You ſhall 
have praiſe. of God for your Diligence, 4 

4 Faith- 


(47) 

Faithfulneſs, and fincere Endeavours to know 
and do his Will, whether you have praiſe of 
Men, or no. It is a ſmall Matter for you, 
or me, or any other Perſon, to be judged of 
Man's Judgment ; he that judgeth us is 
the Lord. And when God juſtifieth, who is 
he that condemneth ? Thoſe very things that 
were the great Articles upon which Men 
accus'd, revil'd, and condemn'd us, (if for 
Conſcience towards God, we ſuffer wrong- 
fully) will be mentioned to our Honour at 
laſt; not without a filent Reproach to thoſe, 
otherwiſe good Men, who hearkening too 
much to their Paſſions, were not ſo juſt, 
much leſs ſo kind, to their Fellow-ſervants 
as they ought to have been. Did ever 
Maſter pay his ' Servants as our great Lord 
will do his? With Honour in the Preſence 
of all his Angels? With Reſt from all their 
Labours ? With an Inheritance incorrupti- 
ble? And a Crown of Righteouſneſs and 
Glory that fadeth not away ? 

Wherefore, wait on the Lord, be of good 
Courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen your Heart. 
You have the Prayers of your Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, and of the Church of God that 
you may obtain Mercy of the Lord to be 
faithful ; and have your Faithfulneſs reward- 
ed with a great deal of Comfort and Succeſs, 
Stir up the Gifts of God that are in you, 
Cheriſh in yourſelf thoſe noble Principles 
of Love to God, to Jeſus, and to the Souls 
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nee. Yappinns of your Lite, and moſt acceptable 
Way W Bt Joriiying, imitating, and ſerving 
good to Men, eſpecially in their 

FEW: Dicbelk <> ag Be kind to the Unkind, 
have Charity for the Uncharitable, comfort 
the feeble Minded, ſupport the Weak, be 
Patient towards all Men; and by manifeſta- 
tion of the Truth, let it be your Aim to 
mend yourſelf to every Man's Conſci- 
ence in the Sight of God, In a Word, take 
heed, to the Miniſtry which you have 
received of the Lord to fulfill it; and, 
that you may not be too much affected 
with the Difficulties and Diſcouragement 
you meet with, frequently think of the 
ſuperior Goodneſs of the Work to which 
you have devoted yourſelf, the Afliſtance 
— Pleaſure you will have in it, if yo 
are ſincere; and the infinite Greatneſs of 
the probed Reward. it 1; 
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